Claims 



1 . A hand-operated container having a generally cylindrical shape, comprising: 
a top shell including a substantially circular top and a substantially cylindrical 

5 upper outer sidewall extending down from the top, the top overhanging the upper outer 
sidewall to form an upper annular retaining edge extending away from the upper outer 
sidewall; 

a bottom shell including a substantially circular bottom and a substantially 
cylindrical lower outer sidewall extending up from the bottom, the bottom underhanging 

10 the lower outer sidewall to form a lower annular retaining edge extending away from the 
lower outer sidewall; 

wherein the top shell and the bottom shell are mated to form an enclosure, a 
sidewall discharge opening, and a race when the top and bottom shells are place in an 
assembled relation, the enclosure being defined by the top, the bottom and the upper and 

15 lower outer sidewalls and the race being defined by the upper annular retaining edge, the 
lower annular retaining edge, and the exterior surfaces of the upper and lower outer 
sidewalls; and 

a ring having a ring discharge opening and being fitted to the race for rotating in 
the race, the ring permitting access to the enclosure when the ring is rotated to align the 
20 ring discharge opening with the sidewall discharge opening. 

2. The hand-operated container of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a plurality of interior walls extending between the top and bottom for forming a 
plurality of compartments within the enclosure. 

25 

3. The hand-operated container of claim 2, wherein the interior walls extend radially 
from the center of the container. 

4. The hand-operated container of claim 2, further comprising a plurality of sidewall 
30 discharge openings, each of the sidewall discharge openings corresponding to one of the 

compartments. 



12 



5. The hand-operated container of claim 1, further comprising: 
a center column upwardly extending from the bottom; 

a bore formed in the center column; and 

a center pin downwardly extending from the top, the center pin frictionally 
5 engaging the bore to fasten the top and bottom shells together when the top and bottom 
shells are placed in the assembled relation. 

6. The hand-operated container of claim 1 , further comprising: 

a detent mechanism formed on the exterior surface of at least one the outer 
10 sidewalls and the interior surface of the ring. 

7. The hand-operated container of claim 1 , wherein the ring includes finger grips. 

8. The hand-operated container of claim 1, wherein the ring includes a plurality of 
15 discharge openings. 

9. The hand-operated container of claim 1, further comprising: 
alignment members extending from the top shell or bottom shell. 

20 10. The hand-operated container of claim 1 , further comprising: 
a magnet attached to the top shell or bottom shell. 

1 1 . The hand-operated container of claim 1 , in combination with a plurality of 
dispensable items placed in the enclosure. 

25 

12. The hand-operated container of claim 1 , wherein the ring has a groove formed on 
its interior surface for reducing friction between the outer sidewalls and the ring. 

13. A hand-operated container having a generally cylindrical shape, comprising: 
30 a top shell including a substantially circular top and a substantially cylindrical 

upper outer sidewall extending down from the top; 
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a bottom shell including a substantially circular bottom and a substantially 
cylindrical lower outer sidewall extending up from the bottom, wherein the top shell and 
the bottom shell are mated to form an enclosure and a sidewall discharge opening when 
the top and bottom shells are place in an assembled relation, the enclosure being defined 
5 by the top, the bottom and the upper and lower outer sidewalls; and 

a ring having a ring discharge opening and being adapted for rotating around the 
outer sidewalls when the shells are placed in the assembled relation, the ring permitting 
access to the enclosure when the ring is rotated to align the ring discharge opening with 
the sidewall discharge opening; and 
10 a magnet attached to the top shell or the bottom shell. 

14. The hand-operated container of claim 13, wherein the magnet is a sheet of 
magnetic material. 

15 15. The hand-operated container of claim 13, in combination with a plurality of 
dispensable items placed in the enclosure. 

16. A hand-operated container having a generally cylindrical shape, comprising: 
a top shell including a substantially circular top and a substantially cylindrical 

20 upper outer sidewall extending down from the top and a plurality of interior walls 

extending radially from the center of the top to the upper outer sidewall, the upper outer 
sidewall having a plurality of half discharge openings formed therein, the top 
overhanging the upper outer sidewall to form an upper annular retaining edge extending 
away from the upper outer sidewall; 

25 a bottom shell including a substantially circular bottom and a substantially 

cylindrical lower outer sidewall extending up from the bottom and a plurality of interior 
walls extending radially from the center of the top to the upper outer sidewall, the lower 
outer sidewall having a plurality of half discharge openings formed therein, the bottom 
underhanging the lower outer sidewall to form a lower annular retaining edge extending 

30 away from the lower outer sidewall; 

at least one alignment member formed on the top shell or bottom shell; 
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wherein the top shell and the bottom shell are mated to form a plurality of 
compartments, a corresponding plurality of sidewall discharge openings and a race when 
the top and bottom shells are place in an assembled relation, the compartments being 
defined by the top, the bottom, the interior walls and the upper and lower outer sidewalls 
5 and the race being defined by the upper annular retaining edge, the lower annular 
retaining edge, and the exterior surfaces of the upper and lower outer sidewalls; and 

a ring having a ring discharge opening and being fitted to the race for rotating in 
the race, the ring permitting access to each of the compartments when the ring is rotated 
to align the ring discharge opening with a corresponding one of the sidewall discharge 
10 openings. 

17. The hand-operated container of claim 16, further comprising: 
a center column upwardly extending from the bottom; 

a bore formed in the center column; and 
15 a center pin downwardly extending from the top, the center pin frictionally 

engaging the bore to fasten the top and bottom shells together when the top and bottom 
shells are placed in the assembled relation. 

18. The hand-operated container of claim 16, further comprising a magnet attached to 
20 the top shell or the bottom shell. 

19. The hand-operated container of claim 1 8, wherein the magnet is a sheet of 
magnetic material. 

25 20. The hand-operated container of claim 16, in combination with a plurality of 
dispensable items placed in at least one of the compartments. 

21 . The hand-operated container of claim 16, further comprising indicia on the top 
corresponding to each of the compartments. 

30 
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22. The hand-operated container of claim 16, further comprising a plurality of finger 
lugs formed on the outer surface of the top, the bottom or outer surfaces of both the top 
and bottom. 



5 23. A method for manufacturing a hand-operated container, comprising: 

providing a top shell including a substantially circular top and a substantially 
cylindrical upper outer sidewall extending down from the top, the top overhanging the 
upper outer sidewall to form an upper annular retaining edge extending away from the 
upper outer sidewall; 

10 providing a bottom shell mated to the top shell, the bottom shell including a 

substantially circular bottom and a substantially cylindrical lower outer sidewall 
extending up from the bottom, the bottom underhanging the lower outer sidewall to form 
a lower annular retaining edge extending away from the lower outer sidewall; 

placing a rotatable ring around lower out sidewall, the ring having a ring 

15 discharge opening; and 

fastening together the top shell and the bottom shell in an assembled relation so 
that the ring is rotatable around both the lower and upper outer sidewalls, the assembled 
shells forming an enclosure, a sidewall discharge opening, and a race, the enclosure being 
defined by the top, the bottom and the upper and lower outer sidewalls and the race being 

20 defined by the upper annular retaining edge, the lower annular retaining edge, and the 
exterior surfaces of the upper and lower outer sidewalls, the ring permitting access to the 
enclosure when the ring is rotated in the race to align the ring discharge opening with the 
sidewall discharge opening. 

25 
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